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On the chance that summer ever does arrive, the Village is getting ready for Independence Day activities. Warm is better, cool is okay, but we don’t want bad weather. We are on a good run of years that it has been nice so we hope it will continue. The details of the activities are included below.  This is the 125th year of our Independence Day celebration and the 130th anniversary of the Village of Lake Linden incorporation.
4th of July Activities:  The fire department has been hard at work on preparations for several months and have many activities planned. As usual, things begin in the park around dinner time on Thursday, July 3rd, when the vendors are open for business. The fire department will have their bar, with beer, soda and also Fire Dept. merchandise in the park near the gazebo. The proceeds go to defer costs for the event so show your support for them.   Slave to Gravity will be performing that evening until dusk, when the area’s finest fireworks show goes off from the sand bar on the shore. Last call is at 11:00pm and please remember that the park does close at that time.
On the 4th, grab a bite at the Lake Linden Elementary School where the Lions Club holds their annual pancake breakfast from 7:30am until noon. At 9:30am is the 125th edition of the Grand Patriotic Parade which begins on 10th and Calumet through to 1st Street near the park. No pre-registration is required to be a part of the parade, so just look for LLVFD uniforms approximately 45 minutes before the siren sounds to take part. Following the parade the fun and games are at the Village Park where Tom Katalin and Dirk Hembroff will provide the entertainment. There will be vendors, a bouncy house for the kids, and the LLVFD booth will be open. At 1:00pm, there will be a Veteran’s Memorial Service at the memorial in the Village Park near the highway. At 1:15pm the kids games and races will kick off (complete with cash prizes), followed by the Grand Stand contests at 2pm. (Don’t forget, when you hear the siren head to the tennis courts where $700 will be given out to the kids!) Park vendors close at 3pm on the 4th. If your kids have energy left the bike parade lines up at 6pm at the St. Joseph Church parking lot and at 6:30pm heads to the Village Park. All entrants will receive $1 and awards for best decorations go to the TOP 10 bikes! The Annual Street Dance at the Lakes Lounge rounds out the activities from 6pm until 10:00pm with music by Trip Line. Event flyers are available at many local businesses, the Village office, and on our website at www.lakelinden.net/fire . Remember to buy your booster buttons either from local merchants or fire department members! If in town for the weekend we will list the winning numbers on the front door of the Village Hall. 

Remember, no personal fireworks are allowed in the park at any time. There are a lot of kids out and about so let’s have a safe and happy 4th of July.
Annual Water Quality Report: The annual Consumer Confidence Report for 2015 for our Village Water system is included with this newsletter. It details our testing and compliance procedures as required by the Michigan DEQ. As in the past, our water quality exceeds those requirements and complies with all mandates. Questions about the report can be asked by calling the Clerk’s office. 

While on the subject of the water, it had been brought to our attention that there have been instances of tampering with meters and/or services by residents. It is a violation of federal law (U.S. Code Title 42, Chapter 6A, Subchapter XII, Part D,  § 300i–1) and thus a Class C felony to alter or tamper with any part of a public water system. If these violations are discovered they will be dealt with appropriately.
Lake Linden Farmers Market:    The first Farmers Market for this 2015 year will be 10:00am to 2:00pm on Saturday, July 11th. Many of the previous 19 vendors will be present including those selling fresh artisan breads and cookies, plus local and fresh fruits, berries and vegetables as they emerge from the ground. In addition to many artisans with handmade treasures, this summer we will be featuring local musicians singing and playing for your pleasure.   Join us for a fun and healthful experience.    If you have questions about the market or about joining as a vendor please contact Sarah, the market master at lakelindenmarket@gmail.com.  
Spooktember:  Reservations are now being taken for the this year’s Spooktember Halloween celebration in the Village campground. It will be held on Saturday, September 19th 

and will have events scheduled throughout that day and evening. As soon as details have been finalized, flyers will be available at our website, at the clerk’s office and at local businesses. 


Animal Clean-up and leash requirements:  A common complaint from residents at this time of year is cleaning up and leashing of pets in the village. These are violations of our ordinance (included below) and are subject to a fine of $100. NOTE: It is not necessary for the police officer to “witness” the offense. Any resident witnessing an offense and willing to sign as a complainant can trigger enforcement.
Chapter 9011 – Animals
SECTION 1:  LEASH REGULATIONS
It shall be unlawful for any person to own any dog or cat that does not at all times wear a collar with a tag approved by the director of agriculture, or for any person except the owner or authorized agent, to remove any license tag from a dog or cat; or for any owner to allow any dog or cat, except working dogs such as leader dogs, when accompanied by their owner or his/her authorized agent, while actively engaged in activities for which such dogs are trained, to stray unless held properly in leash. (Adopted from Michigan Compiled Law, MCL 287.262, Sec. 2)
SECTION 2:   SANITATION

A.  It shall be unlawful for any person to permit any animal owned or harbored by him to deposit fecal matter in any place other than the premises where the animal is harbored or kept, unless such fecal matter is immediately collected and removed to the premises where the animal is harbored or kept.

B.  It shall be unlawful for any person to walk any animal on any property not owned by such person, whether public or private, unless such person has an appropriate device for the collection of fecal matter in his/her immediate possession. Said device must be disposed of in an appropriate trash receptacle or taken to the premises where the animal is harbored or kept. 

SECTION 3:    CRIMINAL PENALTIES
The Village of Lake Linden may commence and pursue criminal proceedings against responsible parties as defined herein to the extent permitted by law. The penalty for violation of this ordinance shall be a fine of up to $100.  Each separate violation of this ordinance shall be considered a separate offense.
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