
Lake Linden Village Council
Regular Meeting

March 17th, 2022
The Lake Linden Village Council met at 6:30pm on the above date. President Schuldt presided. The following Trustees responded to the roll: Codere, Miller, Heide, Moyle, Hoffman and Reese. 
Christopher Germaine from the MEDC was on hand via Zoom application to present information on the MEDCs Redevelopment Ready Communities program.  After the presentation there was a Q and A session.
Approval of Minutes:

Previous meeting minutes from the February regular meeting were presented. A motion was made by Trustee Miller and supported by Trustee Reese to approve them. All were in favor. Motion was carried.  
Approval of Agenda:
A brief discussion of the agenda resulted in a motion from President Schuldt, supported by Trustee Reese, to approve the agenda.  All were in favor.  Motion was carried.
Public Comments:
Jeff Ratcliffe from KEDA was on hand to present the next step in the process of improving the former Lakes Lumber yard property along Front Street. He said the property has been remediated and cleared and the next step was to approve the Resolution to allow Village property tax monies to go towards the amortization of a Brownfield loan for the development and construction of two resident homes on the property. He said that Schoolcraft Township would also be approving the process to allow for construction to  begin as soon as possible in the spring.  The following was presented for review:
RESOLUTION OF CONCURRENCE

LAKES BUILDING SUPPLY REDEVELOPMENT

BROWNFIELD PLAN

VILLAGE OF LAKE LINDEN

Motion by: Trustee Reese, Supported by: President Schuldt
WHEREAS, the Michigan Brownfield Redevelopment Financing Act, Act 381, P.A. 1996 as amended, authorizes municipalities to create a brownfield redevelopment authority to promote the revitalization, redevelopment, and reuse of contaminated, blighted, functionally obsolete or historically designated property through tax increment financing of eligible environmental and/or non-environmental activities; and

WHEREAS, The Houghton County Board of Commissioners established the Houghton County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority in accordance with Act 381; and

WHEREAS, The Houghton County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority has reviewed the Brownfield Plan for the Former Lake’s Building Supply Redevelopment in the Village of Lake Linden and Schoolcraft Township at their February 23, 2022 meeting and recommends approval by the Houghton County Board of Commissioners and concurrence by the Schoolcraft Township Board and the Village of Lake Linden; and

WHEREAS, Act 381 requires the concurrence of the local unit of government in which the Brownfield Plan project is located for Brownfield Plans under County Brownfield Redevelopment Authorities, and the Former Lakes Building Supply is located in Schoolcraft Township and the Village of Lake Linden; and

WHEREAS, The Houghton County Board of Commissioners is anticipated to set and notice a public hearing for April 12, 2022 and will consider the Former Lake Building Supply Redevelopment Brownfield Plan at their regular meeting on April 12, 2022;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to the Brownfield Redevelopment Financing Act, Act 381 of the Public Acts of 1996, as amended, being MCL 125.2651, et seq, the Lake Linden Village Council hereby concurs with the Brownfield Plan for the Former Lakes Building Supply Redevelopment in Schoolcraft Township.

Approved: March 17, 2022

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certified that the foregoing Resolution is a true and accurate copy of the Resolution adopted by the Lake Linden Village Council at a meeting duly called and held on the 17th day of March, 2022.

Village of Lake Linden

By: ______________________________________

Robert A. Poirier, Village Clerk

Ratcliffe then informed the Council that the MEDC just announced a round of CDBG funding for 2022. He said the application from the previous year was not successful but could be amended and re-submitted for this year. He said the intention was to meet with Dick Supina and get the details in order, then return for the Council to approve the application at the April meeting.
Bills and Financial Statement:


Clerk Poirier introduced the monthly expenses. He went over a couple of footnotes. After a brief discussion a motion was made by Trustee Heide and supported by Trustee Reese to approve the bills and financials. With the motion the following totals were approved for payment:  
General Fund

$  18,156.25
 Water Fund

    
 $    6,099.27
Major Streets Fund

$   41,823.93
Local Streets Fund

$   21,020.69
 Municipal Streets    
 $    0
Sanitation Fund

$    3,359.76
TOTAL

          $   90,459.90
Poll vote: Yes: Heide, Reese, Codere, Miller, Hoffman, Moyle and Schuldt.
      No: None.  Motion was carried.

Poirier introduced fund budgets through February for all of the funds and some recommended amendments He said Treasury looked favorably on tracking amendments as a way to see that the municipality was staying on top of their financials. After he went over the recommendations for each fund, a motion was made by trustee Codere and supported by President Schuldt to approve the amendment recommendations. All were in favor. Motion was carried.
Correspondence/Clerk’s Information:
Poirier informed the Council that he had requested information on deferring the 2022 payment on the State Infrastructure Bank loan. He said there would be additional FEMA project costs this year and since the loan had no interest a deferral seemed to make sense. He said he had already received a response indicating that the deferral had been granted. The Council agreed to forego the payment for this year.

Police Report:
The police report was read into the record. A motion was made by Trustee Miller and supported by Trustee Codere to accept the report. All were in favor. Motion was carried.
Poirier said he and the chief would be working on an application to the usda for a new police vehicle.

Fire Report:
Chief Kotila went over the fire report. There was a discussion regarding the water cross preparations and camping, 4th of July preparations and costs were also discussed.  Trustee Reese set up a meeting with the department to talk about creating a fire district, membership and other topics.
Public Works Report:

The group discussed the Village hall roof project and decided to bid the project locally and to package it with one bid and not to buy materials separately.

Poirier said the next part of the DNR dock project grant was to have the concrete structures poured.  Following that the rest of the construction of the piers and other structures could be done.  
Downtown Development Authority:

A special meeting of the DDA will be held on Monday the 21st to discuss participation in a Farmers Market Collective of regional markets.
Executive (Chair: President Schuldt):

There was no report.
Infrastructure:    

Poirier introduced a sheet outlining water rates. He said the rates had not been increased since 2020. After a brief discussion a decision on the rates was tabled, as was a determination on raising the percentage rate for transfers into the Capital Improvement account in the water fund.
Property & Equipment 
Poirier introduced a letter he had just received making an offer on three lots in the Sibilsky Acres II plat. Joe Heide offered $20,000 for three large lots on the 1000 block of Corago street.  Poirier said to sell the lots there must be a public bid notice but beyond that the Council could set any parameters for selling that they want.  A lengthy discussion ensued about utility options, selling prices and how to proceed based on this interest.  A motion was finally made by Trustee Reese and supported by Trustee Miller to put up for bids a parcel which included lots 36, 37, 38 and 39 in the Sibilsky Acres II plat with a minimum bid of $20,000 and no inclusion of utilities or other provisions to be expected by the bidder.  All were in favor. Motion was carried.

Public Safety & Policy: 

No report. 
Parks & Recreation:

No report
Torch Lake Area Sewage Authority

Late Agenda Items:


None
New Business:

None.
Old Business:

None.

Announcements:  

None.
Adjournment:

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Trustee Hoffman and supported by Trustee Miller.  All were in favor. Meeting was adjourned at 8:24 pm.  There were 7 member(s) of the public in attendance.
_____________________________
 
__________________________
Glenn Schuldt, Village President  


Robert  A. Poirier, Village Clerk 
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